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In Learning from Language, Walter H. Beale seeks to bring together the disciplines of linguistics, rhetoric,
and literary studies through the concept of symmetry (how words mirror thought, society, and our vision of
the world).

Citing thinkers from antiquity to the present, Beale provides an in-depth study of linguistic theory,
development, and practice. He views the historic division between the schools of symmetry and asymmetry
(a belief that language developed as a structure independent of human experience), as built into the character
of language itself, and as an impediment to literary humanism (the combined study of language, rhetoric, and
literature to improve the competence and character of the individual).

In his analysis, Beale outlines and critiques traditional claims of symmetry, then offers new avenues of
approach to the subject. In doing so, he examines how important issues of human culture and consciousness
have parallels in processes of language; how linguistic patterns relate to pervasive human problems; how
language is an active participant in the expression, performance, and construction of reality; the concepts of
designating versus naming; figurative language as a process of reenvisioning reality; and the linking of style
to virtue by the ancients.

Beale concludes that both asymmetrical and symmetrical elements exist in language, each with their own
relevance, and that they are complementary, rather than opposing philosophies. The basic intuitions of
symmetry that relate language to life are powerful and important to all of English studies. Combined with a
love for the workings, sounds, and structures of language, Beale says, an understanding of symmetry can
help guide the pursuit of literary humanism.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Terry:

The reserve with title Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) contains a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Ray Chung:

The actual book Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after perusing this book.

Aaron Powers:

The book untitled Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Rubin Bourne:

You can get this Learning from Language (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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