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Historically a common trust, water is now bought and sold as a private commodity. With billions at the
mercy of an unrestrained marketplace, it is easy to understand why this precious resource is at the center of
the international movement working to turn back the rising tide of corporate globalization.

The triumphant struggle of grassroots activists in Cochabamba, Bolivia, sounded a significant opening salvo
in the water wars. In 2001, water warriors there regained control of their water supply and defied all odds by
driving out the transnational corporation that had stolen their water in the first place.

¡Cochabamba! is the story of the first great victory against corporate globalization in Latin America. Oscar
Olivera, a 45-year-old machinist who helped shape and lead a movement that brought thousands of ordinary
people to the streets, powerfully conveys the perspective of a committed participant in a victorious and
inspirational rebellion.

The beloved and highly respected Olivera relates the selling of the city’s water supply to Aguas del
Tunari—a subsidiary of US-based Bechtel—the subsequent astronomical rise in water prices, and the refusal
of poverty-strapped Bolivians to pay them. Olivera brings us to the front lines of a movement, chronicling
how the people organized an opposition and the dramatic struggles that eventually defeated the privatizers.

With hard-won political savvy, Olivera reflects on major themes that emerged from the war over water: the
fear and isolation that Cochabambinos faced with a spirit of solidarity and mutual aid; the challenges of
democratically administering the city’s water supply; and the impact of the water wars on subsequent
resistance.

Oscar Olivera is president of the Cochabamba Federation of Factory Workers and 2001 winner of the
prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize. Tom Lewis is Latin America editor for the International Socialist
Review and professor of Spanish at the University of Iowa.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called ¡Cochabamba!
Water War in Bolivia? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Peter Hudson:

The book ¡Cochabamba! Water War in Bolivia can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book ¡Cochabamba!
Water War in Bolivia? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
¡Cochabamba! Water War in Bolivia has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Albert Jones:

Here thing why this kind of ¡Cochabamba! Water War in Bolivia are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. ¡Cochabamba! Water War in Bolivia giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with ¡Cochabamba! Water War
in Bolivia. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of ¡Cochabamba! Water War in Bolivia in e-book can be your choice.

Frances Stone:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This ¡Cochabamba! Water War in Bolivia is
simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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