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Examines the relationship of civic discourse to built environments through a case study of the Cabrini Green
urban revitalization project in Chicago.

Combining a detailed case study of Chicago’s Cabrini Green urban revitalization project with the concerns of
modern political philosophy and rhetorical education, David Fleming examines the relationship between
public discourse and the built environment in the contemporary United States. For more than half a century,
low-income African American residents of the Cabrini Green public housing project have struggled against
the extreme spatial inequality of their metropolitan region. The author examines three different options
considered as part of revitalization efforts for the neighborhood: the dispersal of the project’s residents into
the largely white suburbs of Chicago; the building of a low-rise, mixed-income “urban village” on the same
site; and the conversion of one of the original buildings into a democratically governed, not-for-profit
housing cooperative.

The author argues that each of these projects involves imagining the physical, socioeconomic, and rhetorical
community of the contemporary city in dramatically different ways. Considered together, the projects
provide evidence that places still matter in human flourishing, but show that the places of our contemporary
landscape are unequal in resources and opportunities, and that our public philosophies support this
inequality. Fleming reminds us, however, that these arrangements are plastic and can be redesigned to reflect
a more equitable sharing of public problems and resources.

“City of Rhetoric is a well-researched, highly readable, and ambitious book.” — JAC

“Wide ranging in its conception, relevant in the problems it addresses, well-grounded in several intellectual
traditions, and engaging in its detailed ethnographic analysis, City of Rhetoric probes the relationship
between the built space and rhetorical possibility. This remarkable project explores civic rhetoric in situ. In
so doing, David Fleming sheds new light on the ‘place’ of the public in our daily civic and rhetorical lives.”
— Rolf Norgaard, University of Colorado at Boulder

David Fleming is Associate Professor of English and Director of the Writing Program at the University of
Massachusetts Amherst.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has
high quality.

Dora Vazquez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the
Public Sphere in Metropolitan America that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in
Metropolitan America become your current starter.

Judy Turner:

Beside this kind of City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America in your phone,
it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan
America because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Brittany Gonzalez:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public
Sphere in Metropolitan America can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
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