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After more than a decade of great effort and sacrifice by America and its allies, the Taliban still has not been
defeated, and many Afghans believe that a civil war is coming. Aspiration and Ambivalence analyzes the
U.S. and international efforts in Afghanistan and offers detailed recommendations for dealing with the
precarious situation leading up to the 2014 transition to Afghan control and beyond. Vanda Felbab-Brown
argues that allied efforts in Afghanistan have put far too little emphasis on good governance, concentrating
too much on short-term military goals to the detriment of long-term peace and stability. The Western
tendency to ally with bullies, warlords, smugglers, and other shady characters in pursuit of short-term
military advantage actually empowers the forces working against good governance and long-term political
stability. Rampant corruption and mafia rule thus persist, making it impossible for Afghans to believe in the
institutional reforms and rule of law that are clearly necessary. This must change— otherwise, the chances of
building responsive and sustainable governmental structures are slim, indeed.

Felbab-Brown combines thorough research and analysis with vivid personal accounts of her time spent in the
war-torn nation—powerful vignettes illustrating the Afghan aspirations for peace, stability, and sovereignty
and the stubborn obstacles to securing them.

"The year 2014 will mark a critical juncture in Afghanistan's odyssey. After more than a decade of arduous
fighting and political involvement, the U.S. and international presence there will be significantly reduced and
circumscribed. Although the international community has committed itself not to abandon Afghanistan as it
did in the 1990s, the onus will be on the Afghan government to provide for the security of the country, its
economic development, and governance that attempts to meet the needs of the Afghan people. Difficult
challenges, major unresolved questions, and worrisome trends surround all three sets of processes. The
biggest hole in the U.S. strategy and international efforts to stabilize the country is the failure to adequately
address the country's fractured and brittle political system and very poor governance."—from Aspiration and
Ambivalence
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From reader reviews:

Coralee Lowe:

The guide untitled Aspiration and Ambivalence: Strategies and Realities of Counterinsurgency and State-
Building in Afghanistan is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Aspiration and Ambivalence: Strategies and Realities of Counterinsurgency and State-Building in
Afghanistan from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Dale Moore:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Aspiration and Ambivalence: Strategies and Realities of Counterinsurgency and State-Building in
Afghanistan will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Richard Rodriguez:

You will get this Aspiration and Ambivalence: Strategies and Realities of Counterinsurgency and State-
Building in Afghanistan by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

David Furtado:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Aspiration and Ambivalence: Strategies and Realities of Counterinsurgency and State-
Building in Afghanistan when you essential it?
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