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In Anime’s Media Mix, Marc Steinberg convincingly shows that anime is far more than a style of Japanese
animation. Beyond its immediate form of cartooning, anime is also a unique mode of cultural production and
consumption that led to the phenomenon that is today called “media mix” in Japan and “convergence” in the
West.

According to Steinberg, both anime and the media mix were ignited on January 1, 1963, when Astro Boy hit
Japanese TV screens for the first time. Sponsored by a chocolate manufacturer with savvy marketing skills,
Astro Boy quickly became a cultural icon in Japan. He was the poster boy (or, in his case, “sticker boy”)
both for Meiji Seika’s chocolates and for what could happen when a goggle-eyed cartoon child fell into the
eager clutches of creative marketers. It was only a short step, Steinberg makes clear, from Astro Boy to
Pokémon and beyond.

Steinberg traces the cultural genealogy that spawned Astro Boy to the transformations of Japanese media
culture that followed—and forward to the even more profound developments in global capitalism supported
by the circulation of characters like Doraemon, Hello Kitty, and Suzumiya Haruhi. He details how
convergence was sparked by anime, with its astoundingly broad merchandising of images and its franchising
across media and commodities. He also explains, for the first time, how the rise of anime cannot be
understood properly—historically, economically, and culturally—without grasping the integral role that the
media mix played from the start. Engaging with film, animation, and media studies, as well as analyses of
consumer culture and theories of capitalism, Steinberg offers the first sustained study of the Japanese mode
of convergence that informs global media practices to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Hernandez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Anime's Media Mix:
Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Helen Samuel:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Anime's Media Mix:
Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer
in this era. The book untitled Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japanis the main one
of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Robbie Lewis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and
Characters in Japan, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Lillian Vaughn:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Anime's Media Mix: Franchising Toys and Characters in Japan can make you really



feel more interested to read.
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