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“Until now, Thomas Dring’s memoir of his incarceration on a British prison ship has been available only in
the heavily edited version first published in 1829. Now, however, thanks to the careful work of David Swain,
students of the Revolutionary War at long last have a reliable edition of this fascinating and important
source.”—EDWIN G. BURROWS, author of Forgotten Patriots: The Untold Story of American Prisoners
During the Revolutionary War and Pulitzer Prize-winning co-author of Gotham: A History of New York
City to 1898

“Among the many events which took place during the Revolutionary War from its commencement to its
termination [are] the cruelties inflicted upon that unfortunate class of men who had the misfortune to be
numbered among the prisoners [of the British] and more particularly those whom the dreadful chance of war
had placed on board their prison ships at New York.” So begins the remarkable narrative of Thomas Dring.
In 1824, Dring was an aging man of 65, retired in his native state of Rhode Island. Forty-two years before,
he, like thousands of other young men, had been caught up in the American cause. In 1782, he had been
captured by the British and sentenced to the infamous prison ship Jersey, a demasted hulk anchored in the
East River off New York City. It is estimated that more than 11,000 men perished on the British prison ships
over the course of the war, and their bones regularly washed up on the shore long after hostilities ceased.
Dring survived to tell the tale, and in 1824, he decided to do just that. He was motivated partly because the
fate of the prisoners was beginning to be doubted, that their hardships were thought to have been grossly
exaggerated, and even that the entire experience had never occurred.

This book publishes for the first time the complete text of Dring’s handwritten manuscript, a major primary-
source document, in which he describes the horrible conditions, treatment by guards, and experiences that he
and others endured during captivity. Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey is a plea not to forget but
instead to remember the inhumanity of the captors and the sacrifices of the captives—a message that
continues to resonate today. Editor David Swain has provided an introductory essay and extensive notes that
contain background information and historical documentation to accompany and illuminate the original
manuscript.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Medina:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Patrick Vanmeter:

This Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Recollections of Life on the
Prison Ship Jersey can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life and knowledge.

Willie Collins:

You may get this Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through
e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

Larry Tatro:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship
Jersey has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading this.
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