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Fire and light have long symbolized the relationship of human beings to the universe and its creators. In
South and Southeast Asia and the Himalayas, the lamp, as a bearer of light, came to be perceived as a vehicle
through which the divine could be accessed. The design, construction, and use of the lamp in these regions
have been synonymous with the faith of the devotee since ancient times. Today the lamp continues to play a
pivotal role in Hindu and Buddhist religious contexts, allowing the faithful to concentrate on the image or
nature of the deity.

The 76 remarkable metal lamps and incense burners illustrated in Flames of Devotion form the heart of a
collection assembled by the preeminent scholar of Indian and Himalayan art Pratapaditya Pal and his wife,
Chitralekha. They are noteworthy for their ingenious design and diverse crafting, as well as their
iconographic richness. They represent fourteen states in India, a majority coming from Rajasthan and Gujarat
in the west, the tribal areas in central Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, and the southern states of Kerala
and Tamil Nadu. In addition, stunning examples of lamps from Nepal and Tibet showcase the skill with
which precious metals were employed during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and a small selection
of early incense burners and lamps from Cambodia, Indonesia, and Vietnam show the role these objects
played in the ancient imagination.

In an engaging and highly informative text, architect and art historian Sean Anderson investigates why lamps
have endured and remain omnipresent in Hindu and Buddhist practice. While examining the historical
importance of the lamp, Anderson emphasizes that as altar and tool, icon and fine sculpture, it is an evocative
reminder of an undying devotion forged with the most common yet enigmatic of materials: metal and fire.
He considers as well the liminal space the lamp occupies between the secular and the sacred in societies
where it is often used to mark every event of significance from birth to death.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Flames of Devotion: Oil Lamps from
South and Southeast Asia and the Himalayas to read.

Jewell Garza:

This book untitled Flames of Devotion: Oil Lamps from South and Southeast Asia and the Himalayas to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-
book from your list.

James Sirois:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Flames of Devotion: Oil Lamps from
South and Southeast Asia and the Himalayas guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Flames
of Devotion: Oil Lamps from South and Southeast Asia and the Himalayas as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Brooks Davis:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is identified as of book Flames of Devotion: Oil Lamps from South and Southeast Asia and the
Himalayas. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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