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The course of modern European History has been influenced greatly by the challenge of Communism. In
theory it promised equality and freedom for al. In practice it spawned inegalitarian, authoritarian and, in
some instances, monstrous regimes in the former Soviet Union and East Europe.

This study re-examines the history of European Communism from its theoretical originsin the work of Marx
and Engels in the mid-nineteenth century until the dramatic collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Ronald
Kowalski reappraises Marx's thinking and points out that his intellectual legacy was open to avariety of
interpretations often at odds with his own views. Kowalski also questions Lenin's professed Marxist
credentials and the extent to which his additions to Marxist theory were central to the key issue in the history
of Communism: why did the egalitarian and libertarian dreams raised by the Russian Revolution degenerate
into Stalinist authoritarianism and terror? Furthermore, why did Communism fail in West Europe while it
was able to come to power in East Europe?

Concluding with an analysis of the revolutions which swept away the Communist regimes in East Europe

and two years later in the Soviet Union itself, thisis an essential introduction to the history of a political
force that dominated parts of Europe until the end of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:
Sandra Passmor e

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in
Perspective) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication European Communism: 1848-1991
(European History in Perspective) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your
friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship using the book European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective). Y ou never
truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Troy Cochran:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The European
Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get alot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this European
Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective).

Anthony Balentine;

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love European Communism: 1848-1991 (European
History in Perspective), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
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