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Virgin martyrs make up one of the largest categories of medieval saints. To judge by their frequent
appearances in art and literature, they also figure among the most venerated. The legends of virgin martyrs,
retold in various ways through the centuries, illuminate trends in popular piety, values, and literary
tastes.Chaste Passions contains sixteen English virgin martyr legends, each of a different saint and each
translated into colloquial, modern English prose. Faithful in tone and meaning to the originals, Karen
Winstead's lively translations allow contemporary readers to appreciate why virgin martyr legends thrived
for hundreds of years. Winstead presents the tales in chronological order, tracing the effects of the
composition and tastes of the audience on the development of the genre.The virgin martyr, Winstead tells us,
escapes the confining female stereotypes?demure maiden or disruptive shrew?prevalent in writings of the
period. Because nearly all of the texts were written by men but addressed to women, they exhibit a
fascinating interplay between male views of so-called women's literature and the demands of their intended
audience.Familiarity with this widely read genre is essential to a full understanding of medieval culture, and
Chaste Passions is an excellent introduction to these often racy, sometimes comic, tales
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From reader reviews:

James Fitzgibbons:

This Chaste Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Chaste Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends without we recognize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Chaste Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends can bring if you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Chaste
Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

John Olive:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Chaste Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends can be your answer because it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.

Brian Crowe:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Chaste Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends this guide consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Richard Daniels:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Chaste Passions: Medieval English Virgin Martyr Legends. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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