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American cities are constantly being built and rebuilt, resulting in ever-changing skylines and
neighborhoods. While the dynamic urban landscapes of New York, Boston, and Chicago have been widely
studied, there is much to be gleaned from west coast cities, especially in California, where the migration
boom at the end of the nineteenth century permanently changed the urban fabric of these newly diverse,
plural metropolises.

In A City for Children, Marta Gutman focuses on the use and adaptive reuse of everyday buildings in
Oakland, California, to make the city a better place for children. She introduces us to the women who were
determined to mitigate the burdens placed on working-class families by an indifferent industrial capitalist
economy. Often without the financial means to build from scratch, women did not tend to conceive of urban
land as a blank slate to be wiped clean for development. Instead, Gutman shows how, over and over, women
turned private houses in Oakland into orphanages, kindergartens, settlement houses, and day care centers,
and in the process built the charitable landscape—a network of places that was critical for the betterment of
children, families, and public life.  The industrial landscape of Oakland, riddled with the effects of social
inequalities and racial prejudices, is not a neutral backdrop in Gutman’s story but an active player. Spanning
one hundred years of history, A City for Children provides a compelling model for building urban institutions
and demonstrates that children, women, charity, and incremental construction, renovations, alterations,
additions, and repurposed structures are central to the understanding of modern cities.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Koop:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A City for
Children: Women, Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland, 1850-1950 (Historical Studies of
Urban America)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Joshua McIntosh:

This book untitled A City for Children: Women, Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland,
1850-1950 (Historical Studies of Urban America) to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this publication from your list.

Alex Estepp:

A City for Children: Women, Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland, 1850-1950
(Historical Studies of Urban America) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing A City for Children: Women, Architecture,
and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland, 1850-1950 (Historical Studies of Urban America) but doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial thinking.

Nancy Herman:

You can find this A City for Children: Women, Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes of Oakland,
1850-1950 (Historical Studies of Urban America) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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