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It's been nearly a century since Marcel Duchamp exhibited a urinal and called it art. Since then, painting has
been declared dead several times over, and contemporary art has now expanded to include just about any
object, action, or event: dance routines, slideshows, functional hair salons, seemingly random accretions of
waste. In the meantime, being an artist has gone from a join-the-circus fantasy to a plausible vocation for
scores of young people in America.

But why--and how and by whom--does all this art get made? How is it evaluated? And for what, if anything,
will today's artists be remembered? In The Contemporaries, Roger White, himself a young painter, serves as
our spirited, skeptical guide through this diffuse creative world.

White takes us into the halls of the RISD graduate program, where students learn critical lessons that go far
beyond how to apply paint to canvases. In New York, we meet the neophytes who assist established artists--
and who walk the fine line between "assistance" and "making the art." In Milwaukee, White trails a group of
friends trying to create a viable scene where rent is cheap, but where the spotlight rarely shines. And he gives
us an intimate perspective on three wildly different careers: that of Dana Schutz, an emerging star who is
revitalizing painting; Mary Walling Blackburn, whose challenging art defies market forces; and Stephen
Kaltenbach, a '70s wunderkind who is back on the critical radar, perhaps in spite of his own willful
obscurity.

From young artists trying to elbow their way in to those working hard at dropping out, White's essential book
offers a once-in-a-generation glimpse of the inner workings of the American art world at a moment of
unparalleled ambition, uncertainty, and creative exuberance.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Contemporaries: Travels in
the 21st-Century Art World book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Joseph Owens:

The book The Contemporaries: Travels in the 21st-Century Art World will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Contemporaries: Travels in the 21st-Century
Art World is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Raymond Simmons:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be The Contemporaries: Travels in the 21st-Century Art World.

James Martin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
looking at a book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
The Contemporaries: Travels in the 21st-Century Art World which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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