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Since the very birth of democracy in ancient Greece, the simple act of voting has given rise to mathematical
paradoxes that have puzzled some of the greatest philosophers, statesmen, and mathematicians. Numbers
Rule traces the epic quest by these thinkers to create a more perfect democracy and adapt to the ever-
changing demands that each new generation places on our democratic institutions.

In asweeping narrative that combines history, biography, and mathematics, George Szpiro details the
fascinating lives and big ideas of great minds such as Plato, Pliny the Y ounger, Ramon LIull, Pierre Simon
Laplace, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John von Neumann, and Kenneth Arrow, among many
others. Each chapter in this riveting book tells the story of one or more of these visionaries and the problem
they sought to overcome, like the Marquis de Condorcet, the eighteenth-century French nobleman who
demonstrated that a majority vote in an election might not necessarily result in a clear winner. Szpiro takes
readers from ancient Greece and Rome to medieval Europe, from the founding of the American republic and
the French Revolution to today's high-stakes el ective politics. He explains how mathematical paradoxes and
enigmas can crop up in virtually any voting arena, from electing a class president, a pope, or prime minister
to the apportionment of seats in Congress.

Numbers Rule describes the trials and triumphs of the thinkers down through the ages who have dared the
odds in pursuit of ajust and equitable democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Charlotte Hawley:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Numbers Rule: The Vexing
Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Shanika Jeans:

The e-book untitled Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did alot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics
of Democracy, from Plato to the Present from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Robert Jenkins:

The publication with title Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present
contains alot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book.
This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of
book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Cary Freeman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Numbers Rule: The Vexing
Mathematics of Democracy, from Plato to the Present that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man but for al of you who wantsto always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Numbers Rule: The Vexing Mathematics of
Democracy, from Plato to the Present become your own personal starter.
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