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NATIONAL BESTSELLER « NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
BOOKPAGE

For the first time ever—a comprehensive biography of one of the twentieth century’s most innovative
credtive artists: the incomparable, irreplaceable Jim Henson

He was a gentle dreamer whose genial bearded visage was recognized around the world, but most people got
to know him only through the iconic characters born of his fertile imagination: Kermit the Frog, Bert and
Ernie, Miss Piggy, Big Bird. The Muppets made Jim Henson a household name, but they were just part of his
remarkable story.

This extraordinary biography—uwritten with the generous cooperation of the Henson family—covers the full
arc of Henson' s all-too-brief life: from his childhood in Leland, Mississippi, through the years of burgeoning
fame in America, to the decade of international celebrity that preceded his untimely death at age fifty-three.
Drawing on hundreds of hours of new interviews with Henson's family, friends, and closest collaborators, as
well as unprecedented access to private family and company archives, Brian Jay Jones explores the creation
of the Muppets, Henson' s contributions to Sesame Street and Saturday Night Live, and his nearly ten-year
campaign to bring The Muppet Show to television. Jones provides the imaginative context for Henson’ s non-
Muppet projects, including the richly imagined worlds of The Dark Crystal and Labyrinth—as well as
fascinating misfires like Henson’ s dream of opening an inflatable psychedelic nightclub.

An uncommonly intimate portrait, Jim Henson captures al the facets of this American original: the master
craftsman who revolutionized the presentation of puppets on television, the savvy businessman whose
dealmaking prowess won him areputation as “the new Walt Disney,” and the creative team leader whose
collaborative ethos earned him the undying loyalty of everyone who worked for him. Here also isinsight into
Henson's intensely private personal life: his Christian Science upbringing, hislove of fast cars and expensive
art, and his weakness for women. Though an optimist by nature, Henson was haunted by the notion that he
would not have timeto do al the things he wanted to do in life—a fear that his heartbreaking final hours
would prove al too well founded.

An up-close look at the charmed life of alegend, Jim Henson gives the full measure to a man whose joyful
genius transcended age, language, geography, and culture—and continues to beguile audiences worldwide.

Praise for Jim Henson

“Jim Henson vibrantly delvesinto the magnificent man and his Muppet methods: It's an absolute must-
read!”—Neil Patrick Harris

“An exhaustive work that is never exhausting, a credit both to Jones's brisk style and to Henson's
exceptional life.”—The New York Times

“[A] sweeping portrait that isamix of humor, mirth and poignancy.”—Washington | ndependent Review of
Books



“A meticulously researched tome chock-full of gems about the Muppets and the most thorough portrait of
their creator ever crafted.”—Associated Press

“Jim was one of my closest friends. And yet | found out things about him in Jim Henson that were new to
me. Brian Jay Jones has captured the layers of Jim’s genius and humanity, as well as the flaws that made

Jim, like al of us, so delightfully imperfect. | thank Brian for giving Jim life again. This book has captured
the spirit of Jim Henson.”—Frank Oz

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Susan Tarin:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Jim Henson: The Biography. Y ou can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant any book Jim Henson: The
Biography. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to
open abook as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored
to go to thelibrary. Let's learn.

Edna Bar nett:

The book Jim Henson: The Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Jim Henson: The
Biography? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Jim Henson: The Biography has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous
world by start and read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Wanda Collins;

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not fedling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Jim Henson: The Biography,
you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of
hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsreferred to as
reading friends.

Joel Wall:

Jim Henson: The Biography can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort
that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Jim Henson: The Biography yet doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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