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David Ruggles (1810-1849) was one of the most heroic--and has been one of the most often overlooked--
figures of the early abolitionist movement in America. Graham Russell Gao Hodges provides the first
biography of this African American activist, writer, publisher, and hydrotherapist who secured liberty for
more than six hundred former bond people, the most famous of whom was Frederick Douglass. A forceful,
courageous voice for black freedom, Ruggles mentored Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and William Cooper Nell
in the skills of antislavery activism. As afounder of the New Y ork Committee of Vigilance, he advocated a
"practical abolitionism" that included civil disobedience and self-defense in order to preserve the rights of
self-emancipated enslaved people and to protect free blacks from kidnappers who would sell them into
davery in the South.

Hodges's narrative places Ruggles in the fractious politics and society of New Y ork, where he moved among
the highest ranks of state leaders and spoke up for common black New Y orkers. His work on the Committee
of Vigilance inspired many upstate New Y ork and New England whites, who allied with him to form a
network that became the Underground Railroad.

Hodges's portrait of David Ruggles establishes the abolitionist as an essential link between disparate groups-

-male and female, black and white, clerical and secular, €lite and rank-and-file--recasting the history of
antebellum abolitionism as a more integrated and cohesive movement than is often portrayed.
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From reader reviews:
James Hall:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abalitionist and
the Underground Railroad in New Y ork City (The John Hope Franklin Seriesin African American History
and Culture) iskind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Krystal Sutherland:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist
and the Underground Railroad in New Y ork City (The John Hope Franklin Seriesin African American
History and Culture) as your daily resource information.

James Callins;

Typically the book David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground Railroad in New

Y ork City (The John Hope Franklin Seriesin African American History and Culture) will bring you to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author styleto clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abalitionist
and the Underground Railroad in New Y ork City (The John Hope Franklin Seriesin African American
History and Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

CharlesMyers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work hereis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be David Ruggles: A Radical Black Abolitionist and the Underground
Railroad in New Y ork City (The John Hope Franklin Seriesin African American History and Culture) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you



actually. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.
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