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The stories we tell in our attempt to make sense of the world, our myths and religion, literature and
philosophy, science and art, are the comforting vehicles we use to transmit ideas of order. But beneath the
quest for order lies the uneasy dread of fundamental disorder. True chaos is hard to imagine and even harder
to represent, especially without some recourse to the familiar coherency of order. In this book, Martin Meisel
considers the long effort to conjure, depict, and rationalize extreme disorder, with all the passions,
excitements, and compromises the act has provoked. In seven chapters—“Shaping Chaos,” “Nothing and
Something,” “Number,” “Carnival,” “War,” “Energy,” and “Entropy”—Meisel builds a rough history from
major social, psychological, and cosmological turning points in the imagining of chaos. He uses examples
from literature, philosophy, painting, graphic art, science, linguistics, music, and film, particularly exploring
the remarkable shift in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries from conceiving of chaos as disruptive to
celebrating its liberating and energizing potential. Discussions of Sophocles, Plato, Lucretius, Calderon,
Milton, Haydn, Blake, Faraday, Chekhov, Faulkner, Wells, and Beckett, among others, are matched with
incisive readings of art by Brueghel, Rubens, Goya, Turner, Dix, Dada and the futurists. Meisel addresses the
revolution in mapping energy and entropy and the manifold impact of thermodynamics. Known for his
pathbreaking studies of literature, drama, and the visual arts, Meisel uses this chaotic frame to elaborate on
larger concerns of purpose, mortality, meaning, and mind.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Chaos Imagined: Literature, Art, Science, you may tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Kelly Thompson:

The publication with title Chaos Imagined: Literature, Art, Science includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Gayle Meek:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Chaos Imagined: Literature,
Art, Science which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Rick Beard:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Chaos Imagined: Literature, Art, Science can
be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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