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One of Jacques-Louis David’s most ambitious and darkly enigmatic paintings, Leonidas at the Pass of
Thermopylae, hangs today in the Louvre, largely ignored. Focusing on this painting, Chains embarks on a
discourse about the perception of the body, sexuality, and subjectivity in early nineteenth-century European
art.

In addition to David, Chains explores the sculptural oeuvre of David’s contemporary and rival, Italian
sculptor Antonio Canova. Padiyar argues that, like David’s postrevolutionary work, Canova’s innovative
sculptures embodied a new, distinctively modern type of subjectivity. The book aims to take a fresh view of
the status of the male body in the work of these two late neoclassical artists by linking them in novel,
sometimes unexpected ways with key figures of the late Enlightenment. In postrevolutionary Europe,
philosophical and literary figures such as Immanuel Kant and the Marquis de Sade pushed the language of
neoclassicism to its limits. Chains argues that such innovations produced a new, distinctively sexed,
politicized, and aestheticized heroic male body that emerged as an incidental aftereffect of the French
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

Often the book Chains: David, Canova, and the Fall of the Public Hero in Postrevolutionary France will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Chains: David,
Canova, and the Fall of the Public Hero in Postrevolutionary France is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Virgina Scheffer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Chains: David, Canova, and the Fall of the Public Hero in Postrevolutionary France
can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Donna Salerno:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Chains: David, Canova, and the
Fall of the Public Hero in Postrevolutionary France which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.

Jennifer Stanley:

You can get this Chains: David, Canova, and the Fall of the Public Hero in Postrevolutionary France by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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