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No American state is more antistatist than Alaska. And no state takes in more federal money per capita,
which accounts for a full third of Alaska’s economy. This seeming paradox underlies the story Stephen
Haycox tells in Battleground Alaska, a history of the fraught dynamic between development and
environmental regulation in a state aptly dubbed “The Last Frontier.” Examining inconvenient truths, the
book investigates the genesis and persistence of the oft-heard claim that Congress has trampled Alaska’s
sovereignty with its management of the state's pristine wilderness. At the same time it debunks the myth of
an inviolable Alaska statehood compact at the center of this claim.

Unique, isolated, and remote, Alaska’s economy depends as much on absentee corporate exploitation of its
natural resources, particularly oil, as it does on federal spending. This dependency forces Alaskans to
endorse any economic development in the state, putting them in conflict with restrictive environmental
constraint. Battleground Alaska reveals how Alaskans’ abiding resentment of federal regulation and control
has exacerbated the tensions and political sparring between these camps—and how Alaska’s leaders have
exploited this antistatist sentiment to promote their own agendas, specifically the opening of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling. Haycox builds his history and critique around four now classic
environmental battles in modern Alaska: the establishment of the ANWR is the 1950s; the construction of
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in the 1970s; the passage of the Alaska National Interests Lands Conservation Act
in 1980; and the struggle that culminated in the Tongass Timber Reform Act of 1990.

What emerges is a complex tale, with no clear-cut villains and heroes, that explains why Alaskans as a
collective almost always opt for development, even as they profess their genuine love for the beauty and
bounty of their state’s environment. Yet even as it exposes the potential folly of this practice, Haycox’s work
reminds environmentalists that all wilderness is inhabited, and that human life depends—as it always
has—on the exploitation of the earth’s resources.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in
America's Last Wilderness. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last
Wilderness. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lawrence Elam:

The book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal
Power in America's Last Wilderness has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ronald Smith:

This Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness are usually reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Battleground Alaska: Fighting
Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness can be one of many great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in
America's Last Wilderness forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Gregory Sims:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Battleground Alaska: Fighting Federal Power in America's Last Wilderness
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research



competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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