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Eight gay men wrote their autobiographies in French between 1845 and 1905;  some of them reflected on
their childhood, adolescence, and adulthood, others provided brief impressions of their loves and desires. A
few of them dramatized their lives following contemporary theatrical and fictional models, while others
wrote for medical doctors, who used the men's writings as case studies to illustrate their theories on sexual
deviance. In some instances the doctors’ extensive interpretations cannot be separated from the men's own
stories, but in others the authors speak for themselves.
 
The remarkable autobiographies in Queer Lives, translated into English for the first time here, give present-
day readers a rare glimpse into otherwise shrouded existences. They relate the experiences of a man about
town, a cross-dressing entertainer, a troubled adolescent, and two fetishists, among others. The
autobiographies will interest a wide audience today at a time when readers are seeking new views on the
lives of ordinary men and women from the past, when gay people are looking for the roots of their
communities, and when scholars are trying to understand the formation of sexual identities at a crucial
moment in the history of modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

The book Queer Lives: Men's Autobiographies from Nineteenth-Century France gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book Queer Lives: Men's Autobiographies from Nineteenth-Century France to become your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Queer Lives: Men's
Autobiographies from Nineteenth-Century France. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Desiree Herdon:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Queer
Lives: Men's Autobiographies from Nineteenth-Century France is kind of book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Veda Howard:

The particular book Queer Lives: Men's Autobiographies from Nineteenth-Century France has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Warren Bowers:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Queer Lives: Men's Autobiographies from Nineteenth-
Century France can make you experience more interested to read.
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