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The year is 1997, Michael Soussan, a fresh-faced young graduate takes up a new job at the U.N.’s Oil-for-
Food Program, the largest humanitarian operation in the organization’s history. His mission is to help Iraqi
civilians survive the devastating impact of economic sanctions that were imposed following the 1990
invasion of Kuwait.

As a gaffe-prone novice in a world of sensitive taboos, Soussan struggles to negotiate the increasing paranoia
of his incomprehensible boss and the inner workings of one of the world’s notoriously complex
bureaucracies. But as he learns more about the vast sums of money flowing through the program, it becomes
clear that all is not what it seems. Soussan becomes aware that Saddam Hussein is extracting illegal
kickbacks, a discovery that sets him on a collision course with the organization‘s leadership. On March 8,
2004, in a Wall Street Journal op-ed editorial, Soussan becomes the first insider to call for “an independent
investigation” of the U.N.’s dealings with Saddam Hussein. One week later, a humiliated Kofi Annan
appointed Paul Volcker to lead a team of sixty international investigators, whose findings resulted in
hundreds of prosecutions in multiple countries, many of which are still ongoing.

Backstabbing for Beginners is at once a witty tale of one man’s political coming of age, and a stinging
indictment of the hypocrisy that prevailed at the heart of one of the world’s most idealistic institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Adria Jenkins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Backstabbing for
Beginners: My Crash Course in International Diplomacy is kind of publication which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Sharon Rowe:

The particular book Backstabbing for Beginners: My Crash Course in International Diplomacy will bring
you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Backstabbing for Beginners: My
Crash Course in International Diplomacy is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Gail Tate:

Backstabbing for Beginners: My Crash Course in International Diplomacy can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Backstabbing for Beginners: My Crash Course in International Diplomacy yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Patricia Coburn:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Backstabbing for Beginners: My
Crash Course in International Diplomacy is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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