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Throughout the contest for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination, politicians and voters alike worried
that the outcome might depend on the preferences of unelected superdelegates. This concern threw into relief
the prevailing notion that—such unusually competitive cases notwithstanding—people, rather than parties,
should and do control presidential nominations. But for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows,
unelected insiders in both major parties have effectively selected candidates long before citizens reached the
ballot box.

Tracing the evolution of presidential nominations since the 1790s, this volume demonstrates how party
insiders have sought since America’s founding to control nominations as a means of getting what they want
from government. Contrary to the common view that the party reforms of the 1970s gave voters more power,
the authors contend that the most consequential contests remain the candidates’ fights for prominent
endorsements and the support of various interest groups and state party leaders. These invisible primaries
produce frontrunners long before most voters start paying attention, profoundly influencing final election
outcomes and investing parties with far more nominating power than is generally recognized.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After
Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations
Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics). You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

David Waymire:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Party Decides: Presidential
Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) to read.

Nellie Wellborn:

This The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics)
can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Fong:

Often the book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The
book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can



quickly to read the book.
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