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In 1993, Alan J. Dixon’s political career came to an end with a defeat—the first one in his forty-three years
of elected service. Beginning his legislative career in 1950 as a Democrat in the Illinois House of
Representatives, Dixon also served in the Illinois State Senate, worked as state treasurer and secretary of
state, and concluded his political career as a U.S. senator. The Gentleman from Illinois is an insider’s account
of Illinois politics in the second half of the twentieth century, providing readers with fascinating stories about
the people he encountered and events he participated in and witnessed during his four decades of service.

 

With a degree of candor often unheard of in political memoirs, The Gentleman from Illinois reveals Dixon’s
abilities as a storyteller. At times chatty and self-effacing, Dixon pulls no punches when it comes to detailing
the personalities of major political figures—such as Mayor Richard J. Daley, Adlai Stevenson, Paul Simon,
and presidents of the United States. Indeed, he uses this same honest approach when examining himself,
fully describing the setbacks and embarrassing moments that peppered his own life.

 

As a moderate Democrat who regularly crossed party lines in his voting and his views, Dixon also shares his
thoughts on the proper way to run a government, the difficulties of passing legislation, the balancing act
required to be a statewide official, and other valuable observations on local, state, and national politics. Full
of behind-the-scenes insights presented in 121 short vignettes, The Gentleman from Illinois entertains as
much as it informs, making it a necessary book for everyone interested in Illinois politics.
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From reader reviews:

Kirsten Muncy:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book The Gentleman from Illinois: Stories from Forty Years of Elective
Public Service seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Gentleman from Illinois: Stories from
Forty Years of Elective Public Service is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship while using book The Gentleman from Illinois: Stories from Forty Years of Elective
Public Service. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lucille Roller:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Gentleman from Illinois:
Stories from Forty Years of Elective Public Service book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Michael Farrell:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Gentleman from Illinois: Stories
from Forty Years of Elective Public Service or maybe others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Gentleman from Illinois: Stories from Forty
Years of Elective Public Service to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Gerard Pucci:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book The
Gentleman from Illinois: Stories from Forty Years of Elective Public Service. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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