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Encyclopedia of the Exquisite is a lifestyle guide for the Francophile and the Anglomaniac, the gourmet and
the style maven, the armchair traveler and the art lover. It’s an homage to the esoteric world of glamour that
doesn’t require much spending but makes us feel rich.

Taking a cue from the exotic encyclopedias of the sixteenth century, which brimmed with mysterious
artifacts, Jessica Kerwin Jenkins’s Encyclopedia of the Exquisite focuses on the elegant, the rare, the
commonplace, and the delightful. A compendium of style, it merges whimsy and practicality, traipsing
through the fine arts and the worlds of fashion, food, travel, home, garden, and beauty.

Each entry features several engaging anecdotes, illuminating the curious past of each enduring source of
beauty. Subjects covered include the explosive history of champagne; the art of lounging on a divan; the
emergence of “frillies,” the first lacy, racy lingerie; the ancient uses of sweet-smelling saffron; the wild riot
incited by the appearance of London’s first top hat; Julia Child’s tip for cooking the perfect omelet; the
polarizing practice of wearing red lipstick during World War II; Louis XIV’s fondness for the luscious
Bartlett pear; the Indian origin of badminton; Parliament’s 1650 attempt to suppress Europe’s beauty mark
fad; the evolution of the Japanese kimono; the pilgrimage of Central Park’s Egyptian obelisk; and the
fanciful thrill of dining alfresco.

Cleverly illustrated, Encyclopedia of the Exquisite is an ode to life’s plenty, from the extravagant to the
eccentric. It is a celebration of luxury that doesn’t necessarily require money.

BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Jessica Kerwin Jenkins's All the Time in
the World. 
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An
Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or ideal book with you?

Wanda Woods:

The book Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the great thing like a book Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights? Some
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An
Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Mathews:

Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Laura Lee:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights provide you with new experience
in examining a book.
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