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The study of communication, language, and discourse is at once simple, elegant, and complex. Each of these
areas is informed by "micro" subjective experiences of individuals and the "macro" processes of a culture.
Communication itself is thoroughly modern yet it seeks anchorage in the traditions of the humanities and
social sciences. All of this creates a significant challenge.

In this monograph, Ellis considers the study of communication as he discusses three key issues in
communication theory: (1) the growing emphasis on meaning, (2) the importance of a mediated culture, and
(3) the links between micro communication activities and macro social categories such as ethnicity and
social class. In response to these three issues, this book deals with the way people use language and
communication to construct their world; this world is not constructed purely but is influenced by attitudes,
ideologies, and biases. In the modern world the medium of communication has an impact on consciousness
and society, and Ellis shows how the media are responsible for some of the fault lines in society. The book
also explores principles of medium theory and documents the impact of media on psychological and
sociological phenomena. Finally, work of Goffman, Giddens, and Randall Collins is extended to show how
micro communication behaviors are implicated in and by social conditions.

ADDITIONAL COPY FOR MAILER
Expanded features:
* The chapters work out a logic connecting real communication patterns with the broad principles upon
which societies are explored. Thus the title "Crafting" Society--the crafting is purposefully active to indicate
the dynamic processes involved in creating what we call society. Society and culture have their roots and
empirical bases in communication; that is, in the daily struggles of interaction.
* Two chapters on two of the most important and controversial issues of the day--ethnicity and class. These
two chapters are clear illustrations of the new theoretical principles discussed throughout the book.
* A chapter on social class is very unique for a book devoted to communication processes. Communication
theorists do not usually write about class, even though it is a highly symbolic process and rooted in
communication patterns. Class is a difficult concept in America since so few people, other than sociologists,
care to talk about it.
* A chapter on medium theory takes the bold step of experimenting a little by summarizing basic causal
statements and propositions. This device underscores the goal of a theory which is to come to grips with
testable statements. The focus is on medium theory and how the media influence consciousness and social
structure.
* A unique chapter takes up the issue of how communication processes are constitutive of social structures.
It draws on work by Giddens and others to return to a concept of structure based on actions that produce and
reproduce structure.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Cruce:

This Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class,
and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) without we know teach the one who
examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Crafting Society: Ethnicity,
Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication
Series) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

James Hill:

This Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) can be
one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Dunham:

Often the book Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication
Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Adam Blandford:

Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge Communication Series) can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction



arrangement in writing Crafting Society: Ethnicity, Class, and Communication Theory (Routledge
Communication Series) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.
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