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Pragmatism and its consequences are central issues in American politics today, yet scholars rarely examine
in detail the relationship between pragmatism and politics. In The Priority of Democracy, Jack Knight and
James Johnson systematically explore the subject and make a strong case for adopting a pragmatist approach
to democratic politics--and for giving priority to democracy in the process of selecting and reforming
political institutions.

What is the primary value of democracy? When should we make decisions democratically and when should
we rely on markets? And when should we accept the decisions of unelected officials, such as judges or
bureaucrats? Knight and Johnson explore how a commitment to pragmatism should affect our answers to
such important questions. They conclude that democracy is a good way of determining how these kinds of
decisions should be made--even if what the democratic process determines is that not all decisions should be
made democratically. So, for example, the democratically elected U.S. Congress may legitimately remove
monetary policy from democratic decision-making by putting it under the control of the Federal Reserve.

Knight and Johnson argue that pragmatism offers an original and compelling justification of democracy in
terms of the unique contributions democratic institutions can make to processes of institutional choice. This
focus highlights the important role that democracy plays, not in achieving consensus or commonality, but
rather in addressing conflicts. Indeed, Knight and Johnson suggest that democratic politics is perhaps best
seen less as a way of reaching consensus or agreement than as a way of structuring the terms of persistent
disagreement.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Priority of
Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Lizzie Chandler:

The book The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Priority of Democracy: Political
Consequences of Pragmatism is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lena Robertson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Priority of
Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.

Donald Goodman:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism. You can more desirable than
now.
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