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A grunt’s-eye report from the battlefield in the spirit of The Red Badge of Courage and All Quiet on the
Western Front—the only known account by a common soldier of the campaigns of Napoleon’s Grand Army
between 1806 and 1813.
 
When eighteen-year-old German stonemason Jakob Walter was conscripted into the Grand Army of
Napoleon, he had no idea of the trials that lay ahead.  The long, grueling marches in Prussia and Poland
sacrificed countless men to Bonaparte’s grand designs.  And the disastrous Russian campaign tested human
endurance on an epic scale.  Demoralized by defeat in a war few supported or understood, deprived of
ammunition and leadership, driven past reason by starvation and bitter cold, men often turned on one
another, killing fellow soldiers for bread or an able horse.
                Though there are numerous surviving accounts of the Napoleonic Wars written by officers,
Walter’s is the only known memoir by a draftee, and as such is a unique and fascinating document—a
compelling chronicle of a young soldier’s loss of innocence as well as an eloquent and moving portrait of the
profound effects of war on the men who fight it. 
                Professor Marc Raeff has added an Introduction to the memoirs as well as six letters home from
the Russian front, previously unpublished in English, from German conscripts who served concurrently with
Walter.  The volume is illustrated with engravings and maps, contemporary with the manuscript, from the
Russian/Soviet and East European collections of the New York Public Library.
                Honest, heartfelt, deeply personal yet objective, The Diary of a Napoleonic Foot Soldier is more
than an informative and absorbing historical document—it is a timeless and unforgettable account of the
horrors of war.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

The book DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book DIARY
OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like available and read a reserve DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this book?

Samuel Tapp:

The book DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book
DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Larry Dolin:

The reserve with title DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER includes a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Antonette Schneider:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and DIARY OF A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER or even
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes DIARY OF
A NAPOLEONIC FOOTSOLDIER to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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