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“A ridiculously diverting glimpse of downstairs life in Edwardian England. . . . Most gratifying.”—Laura
Miller, Salon

From the immense staff running a lavish Edwardian estate and the lonely maid-of-all-work cooking in a
cramped middle-class house to the poor child doing chores in a slightly less poor household, servants were
essential to the British way of life. They were hired not only for their skills but also to demonstrate the social
standing of their employers—even as they were required to tread softly and blend into the background. More
than simply the laboring class serving the upper crust—as popular culture would have us believe—they were
a diverse group that shaped and witnessed major changes in the modern home, family, and social order.

Spanning over a hundred years, Lucy Lethbridge?in this "best type of history" (Literary Review)?brings to
life through letters and diaries the voices of countless men and women who have been largely ignored by the
historical record. She also interviews former and current servants for their recollections of this waning
profession.

At the fore are the experiences of young girls who slept in damp corners of basements, kitchen maids who
were required to stir eggs until the yolks were perfectly centered, and cleaners who had to scrub floors on
their hands and knees despite the wide availability of vacuum cleaners. We also meet a lord who solved his
inability to open a window by throwing a brick through it and Winston Churchill’s butler who did not think
Churchill would know how to dress on his own.

A compassionate and discerning exploration of the complex relationship between the server, the served, and
the world they lived in, Servants opens a window onto British society from the Edwardian period to the
present.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Olsen:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Servants: A Downstairs History of
Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times. All type of book are you able to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Harry Thomas:

The publication with title Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern
Times posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Nelson McNamee:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times
can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Ralph Sanchez:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain
from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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