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Philip II is not only the most famous king in Spanish history, but one of the most famous monarchs in
English history: the man who married Mary Tudor and later launched the Spanish Armada against her sister
Elizabeth I. This compelling biography of the most powerful European monarch of his day begins with his
conception (1526) and ends with his ascent to Paradise (1603), two occurrences surprisingly well
documented by contemporaries. Eminent historian Geoffrey Parker draws on four decades of research on
Philip as well as a recent, extraordinary archival discovery—a trove of 3,000 documents in the vaults of the
Hispanic Society of America in New York City, unread since crossing Philip’s own desk more than four
centuries ago. Many of them change significantly what we know about the king.
 
The book examines Philip’s long apprenticeship; his three principal interests (work, play, and religion); and
the major political, military, and personal challenges he faced during his long reign. Parker offers fresh
insights into the causes of Philip’s leadership failures: was his empire simply too big to manage, or would a
monarch with different talents and temperament have fared better?
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

The ability that you get from Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II will be the more deep you searching
the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II giving you joy feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II instantly.

Louise Rosenbaum:

Precisely why? Because this Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II is an unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Gloria Duncan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II this reserve consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Margaret Holt:

You can find this Imprudent King: A New Life of Philip II by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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