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A fascinating work of popular philosophy and history that both enlightens and entertains, Stephen Cave's
Immortality investigates whether it just might be possible to live forever and whether we should want to. But
it al'so makes a powerful argument, which isthat it’s our very preoccupation with defying mortality that
drives civilization.

Central to this book is the metaphor of a mountaintop where one can find the Immortals. Since the dawn of
humanity, everyone — whether they know it or not — has been trying to climb that mountain. But there are
only four paths up its treacherous slope, and there have only ever been four paths. Throughout history,
people have wagered everything on their choice of the correct path, and fought wars against those who' ve
chosen differently.

While Immortality takes the reader on an eye-opening journey from the beginnings of civilization to the
present day, the structure is not chronological. Rather it is path driven. As each path isrevealed to us, an
historical figure serves as our guide.

In drawing back the curtain on what compels humans to “keep on keeping on,” Cave engages the reader in a
number of mind-bending thought experiments. He teases out the implications of each immortality gambit,
asking, for example, how long a person would live if they did manage to acquire a perfectly disease-free
body. Or what would happen if a super-being tried to round up the atomic constituents of all who've died in
order to resurrect them. Or what our loved ones would really be doing in heaven if it does exist. Or what
part of us actualy livesin awork of art, and how long that work of art can survive.

Toward the the book’ s end, we' re confronted with a series of brain-rattling questions: What would happen if
tomorrow humanity discovered that thereis no life but this one? Would people continue to care about their
favorite sports team, please their boss, vie for thetitle of Year’s Best Salesman? Would three-hundred-year
projects still get started? If the four paths up the Mount of the Immortals |lead nowhere -- if thereisno
getting up to the summit -- isthere till reason to live? And can civilization survive?

Immortality is a deeply satisfying book, as optimistic about the human condition as it isinsightful about the
true arc of history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Montidl:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Immortality: The Quest to
Live Forever and How It Drives Civilization book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Jason Norfleet:

The reserve untitled Immortality: The Quest to Live Forever and How It Drives Civilization is the e-book
that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Immortality: The Quest to Live
Forever and How It Drives Civilization from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Frank Godwin:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirementsis Immortality: The Quest to Live Forever and How It Drives Civilization this reserve
consist alot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Frank Foushee:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Immortality: The Quest to Live Forever and How It Drives Civilization which isfinding the e-book version.
So, try out this book? Let's notice.
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