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Although the origin of the term “greaser” is debated, its derogatory meaning never has been. From silent
movies like The Greaser’s Revenge (1914) and The Girl and the Greaser (1913) with villainous title
characters, to John Steinbeck's portrayals of Latinos aslazy, drunken, and shiftlessin his 1935 novel Tortilla
Flat, to the image of violent, criminal, drug-using gang members of East LA, negative stereotypes of

L atinos/as have been plentiful in American popular culture far before L atinos/as became the most populous
minority group in the U.S.

In Greasers and Gringos, Steven W. Bender examines and surveys these stereotypes and their evolution,
paying close attention to the role of mass mediain their perpetuation. Focusing on the intersection between
stereotypes and the law, Bender reveal s how these negative images have contributed significantly to the
often unfair treatment of Latino/as under American law by the American legal system. He looks at the way
demeaning constructions of Latinos/as influence their legal treatment by police, prosecutors, juries, teachers,
voters, and vigilantes. He also shows how, by internalizing negative social images, L atinos/as and other
subordinated groups view themselves and each other asinferior.

Although fighting against cultural stereotypes can be a daunting task, Bender reminds us that, while hard to
break, they do not have to be permanent. Greaser s and Gringos begins the charge of debunking existing
stereotypes and implores all Americansto re-imagine Latinos/as as legal and social equals.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Pippin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the
American Imagination (Critical America) as your daily resource information.

Alexander Macdougall:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Greasers and
Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American Imagination (Critical America) suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law,
and the American Imagination (Critical America)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
age that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the smple way, and so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about
thisworld now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

James Robbins:

Typically the book Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American Imagination (Critical America)
has alot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Rex Pelkey:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because al of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Greasers and Gringos: Latinos, Law, and the American Imagination (Critical America)
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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