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Karen Alter's work on the European Court of Justice heralded a new level of sophistication in the political
analysis of the controversial institution, through its combination of legal understanding and active
engagement with theoretical questions. The European Court's Political Power assembles the most important
of Alter's articles written over a fourteen year span, adding an original new introduction and a conclusion
that takes an overview of the Court's development and current concerns.

Together the articles provide insight into the historical and political contours of the ECJ's influence on
European politics, explaining how and why the impact of an institution can vary so greatly over time and
access different issues. The book starts with the European Coal and Steel Community, where the ECJ was
largely unable to facilitate greater member state respect for ECSC rules. Alter then shows how legal actors
orchestrated an activist transformation of the European legal system, with the critical aid of jurist advocacy
movements, and via the co-optation of national courts. The transformation of the European legal system
wrested control from member states over the meaning of European law, but the ECJ continues to have
varying influence across different issues. Alter explains that the differing influence of the ECJ comes from
the varied extent to which sub- and supra-national actors turn to it to achieve political objectives.

Looking beyond the European experience, the book includes four chapters that put the ECJ into a
comparative perspective, examining the extent to which the ECJ experience is a unique harbinger of the
future role international courts may play in international and comparative politics.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The European
Court's Political Power: Selected Essays book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Melissa Gusman:

The particular book The European Court's Political Power: Selected Essays will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The European Court's Political Power:
Selected Essays is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Patricia Coburn:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The European Court's Political Power: Selected Essays can
be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Daniel Adams:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
The European Court's Political Power: Selected Essays.
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