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In this visionary memoir, based on a groundbreaking New York Times Magazine story, award-winning
journalist Katy Butler ponders her parents’ desires for “Good Deaths” and the forces within medicine that
stood in the way.

Katy Butler was living thousands of miles from her vigorous and self-reliant parents when the call came: a
crippling stroke had left her proud seventy-nine-year-old father unable to fasten a belt or complete a
sentence. Tragedy at first drew the family closer: her mother devoted herself to caregiving, and Butler joined
the twenty-four million Americans helping shepherd parents through their final declines.

Then doctors outfitted her father with a pacemaker, keeping his heart going but doing nothing to prevent his
six-year slide into dementia, near-blindness, and misery. When he told his exhausted wife, “I’m living too
long,” mother and daughter were forced to confront a series of wrenching moral questions. When does death
stop being a curse and become a blessing? Where is the line between saving a life and prolonging a dying?
When do you say to a doctor, “Let my loved one go?”

When doctors refused to disable the pacemaker, condemning her father to a prolonged and agonizing death,
Butler set out to understand why. Her quest had barely begun when her mother took another path. Faced with
her own grave illness, she rebelled against her doctors, refused open-heart surgery, and met death head-on.

With a reporter’s skill and a daughter’s love, Butler explores what happens when our terror of death collides
with the technological imperatives of medicine. Her provocative thesis is that modern medicine, in its pursuit
of maximum longevity, often creates more suffering than it prevents.

This revolutionary blend of memoir and investigative reporting lays bare the tangled web of technology,
medicine, and commerce that dying has become. And it chronicles the rise of Slow Medicine, a new
movement trying to reclaim the “Good Deaths” our ancestors prized.

Knocking on Heaven’s Door is a map through the labyrinth of a broken medical system. It will inspire the
difficult conversations we need to have with loved ones as it illuminates the path to a better way of death.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Knocking on Heaven's Door: The Path to a
Better Way of Death will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable
book with you?

Raymond Childers:

This Knocking on Heaven's Door: The Path to a Better Way of Death is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Knocking on Heaven's Door: The Path to a Better Way of Death in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Patricia Clay:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Knocking on Heaven's
Door: The Path to a Better Way of Death.

Joseph Lewis:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Knocking on Heaven's Door: The Path to a Better
Way of Death to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide Knocking on Heaven's Door: The Path to a Better Way of Death can to be



your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their
time.
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