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Henry Theodore Titus (1822-1881) was the quintessential adventurer, soldier of fortune, and small-time
entrepreneur, a man for whom any frontier--geographical, cultural, social--was an opportunity for
advancement. Although born in Trenton, New Jersey, and raised in New York and Pennsylvania, Titus bore
no allegiance to his native soil or the Yankee values of his ancestors. In the 1850s he became a staunch
defender of southern slavery, United States expansionism into the Caribbean Basin, and ultimately the
Confederacy's war of disunion. In Colonel Henry Theodore Titus, the first full-length biography of Titus,
Antonio Rafael de la Cova reveals a man whose life and adventures offer glimpses into nineteenth-century
America not often examined; these indicate the extent to which personal and collective violence, racial
prejudice, and moral ambiguities shaped the country at the time.
Belligerent, intemperate, egomaniacal, and of imposing stature, Titus was the bête noire of the abolitionist
press. Despite his northern roots, he became a caricature of the southern braggart and frontier opportunist.
National newspapers followed his reckless exploits during most of his adult life. Titus fought brawls in the
saloons of luxury hotels and narrowly escaped the hangman's noose as a Border Ruffian leader in Bleeding
Kansas, a Nicaraguan firing squad as a filibuster, and death in a Comanche ambush in Texas. He nearly
prompted an international incident between the United States and Great Britain when he was arrested in
Nicaragua for threatening to shoot a British naval officer and disparaging the queen of England. The colonel
was jailed in New York City for disorderly conduct and trying "to organize the desperate classes for a riot."
During his lifetime Titus held more than a dozen occupations, including sawmill owner, postal inspector,
soldier of fortune, grocer, planing mill salesman, farmer, slave overseer, turtler, bartender, land speculator,
and hotel keeper. He pursued silver mining in the Gadsden Purchase portion of the Arizona Territory where
his brother was killed and their hacienda destroyed by Apaches. Despite his violent character and his pro-
Confederate values, Titus was politically savvy. He did not take up arms during the Civil War. After a brief
stint as assistant quartermaster in the Florida militia, he returned to civilian life and sold foodstuffs and slave
labor to the Confederacy. Florida Reconstruction governors later appointed him as notary public and justice
of the peace.
Rheumatism and gout kept Titus bound to a wheelchair during the last few years of his life when he became
an avid civic leader. His greatest legacy was ironically his most benign. Borrowing today's equivalent
income value sum of half a million dollars, he established a grocery store and a sawmill in a hardscrabble
Florida frontier settlement that became the city of Titusville, the county seat of Brevard County and tourist
gateway to Cape Canaveral and the Kennedy Space Center.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Colonel Henry Theodore
Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Randell Easley:

The e-book untitled Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune
and Florida Pioneer from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Scott Frew:

This Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer is completely new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Colonel Henry Theodore Titus: Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Jacob Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Colonel Henry Theodore Titus:
Antebellum Soldier of Fortune and Florida Pioneer.
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