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Nicholas Fox Weber, author of the acclaimed Patron Saints (“Exhilarating avant-garde
entertainment”—Sam Hunter, The New York Times Book Review) and Balthus (“The authoritative account of
his life and work”—Michael Ravitch, Newsday), gives us now the idiosyncratic lives of Sterling and Stephen
Clark—two of America’s greatest art collectors, heirs to the Singer sewing machine fortune, and for decades
enemies of each other. He tells the story, as well, of the two generations that preceded theirs, giving us an
intimate portrait of one of the least known of America’s richest families.

He begins with Edward Clark—the brothers’ grandfather, who amassed the Clark fortune in the late-
nineteenth century—a man with nerves of steel; a Sunday school teacher who became the business partner of
the wild inventor and genius Isaac Merritt Singer. And, by the turn of the twentieth century, was the major
stockholder of the Singer Manufacturing Company.

We follow Edward’s rise as a real estate wizard making headlines in 1880 when he commissioned
Manhattan’s first luxury apartment building. The house was called “Clark’s Folly”; today it’s known as the
Dakota.

We see Clark’s son—Alfred—enigmatic and famously reclusive; at thirty-eight he inherited $50 million and
became one of the country’s richest men. An image of propriety—good husband, father of four—in Europe,
he led a secret homosexual life. Alfred was a man with a passion for art and charity, which he passed on to
his four sons, in particular Sterling and Stephen Clark.

Sterling, the second-oldest, buccaneering and controversial, loved impressionism, created his own museum
in Williamstown, Massachusetts—and shocked his family by marrying an actress from the Comédie
Française. Together the Sterling Clarks collected thousands of paintings and bred racehorses.

In a highly public case, Sterling sued his three brothers over issues of inheritance, and then never spoke to
them again.

He was one of the central figures linked to a bizarre and little-known attempted coup against Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s presidency. We are told what really happened and why—and who in American politics was
implicated but never prosecuted.

Sterling’s brother—Stephen—self-effacing and responsible—became chairman and president of the Museum
of Modern Art and gave that institution its first painting, Edward Hopper’s House by the Railroad. Thirteen
years later, in an act that provoked intense controversy, Stephen dismissed the Museum’s visionary founding
director, Alfred Barr, who for more than a decade had single-handedly established the collection and
exhibition programs that determined how the art of the twentieth century was regarded.

Stephen gave or bequeathed to museums many of the paintings that today are still their greatest attractions.

With authority, insight, and a flair for evoking time and place, Weber examines the depths of the brothers’
passions, the vehemence of their lifelong feud, the great art they acquired, and the profound and lasting
impact they had on artistic vision in America.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Marvel:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Clarks of Cooperstown book as starter
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Scarlet Rome:

The book The Clarks of Cooperstown will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book The Clarks of Cooperstown is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Terry Hollis:

This The Clarks of Cooperstown is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately
using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Clarks of Cooperstown in your hand like having
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Karen Lambert:

This The Clarks of Cooperstown is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Clarks of Cooperstown can be the light food
for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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