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Philip Il isafascinating and enigmatic figure in Spanish history, but it was his | etrados--professional
bureaucrats and ministerstrained in law--who made his vast castilian empire possible. In Juan de Ovando,
Stafford Poole traces the life and career of akey minister in the king’' s government to explore the role that
letrados played in Spanish society as they sought to displace the higher nobility in the administration through
a system based upon merit.

Juan de Ovando was an industrious, discerning, and loyal servant, yet, like all letrados, he owed his position
to royal favor. Ovando began his career as an ecclesiastical judge and inquisitor in Seville. From there, at the
king's order, he undertook the reform of the University of Alcala de Henares, one of his most enduring
achievements. Appointed then to the supreme council of the Spanish Inquisition, Ovando was commissioned
to investigate the Council of the Indies, over which he eventually presided. In this role, Ovando began
codifying laws and collecting information about Spain’s overseas possessions through the famed Relaciones
geograficas--wide-ranging surveys of daily lifein the New World. He devised long-term and forward-
looking colonial policies for New Spain while, also serving as president of the Council of Finance, he sought
to bring order to Spain’s chaotic financia situation.

Pool€e’ s biography of Juan de Ovando provides an intimate view of the day-to-day influence letrados wielded
over the Spanish colonial machine.
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From reader reviews:
Sheri Furlong:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of
Philip Il book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving a so decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer of Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip Il content conveys
the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different available asit. So , do you continue to thinking Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish
Empirein the Reign of Philip 11 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Susan Tokarz:

This Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip Il are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Juan de Ovando: Governing the
Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip Il can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire
in the Reign of Philip Il giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Pete Dominguez:

Often the book Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empirein the Reign of Philip Il hasalot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Abd Cooke:

Isit you actually who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Juan de Ovando: Governing the
Spanish Empirein the Reign of Philip Il can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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