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George Gershwin lived his life with delight and vitality, but with melancholy as well, for he was unable to
make a place for himself--no family of his own and no real home in music._x000B__x000B_He and his
siblings received little love from their mother and no direction from their father. The closest George came to
domesticity was his longtime affair with fellow composer Kay Swift. But she remained married to another
man while he went endlessly from woman to woman. Only in the final hours of his life did he realize how
much he needed her. Fatally ill, unprotected by (and perhaps estranged from) his older brother Ira, he was
exiled by Ira's hard-edged wife Leonore from the house that she and the brothers shared, and he died horribly
and alone at the age of thirty-eight._x000B__x000B_Nor did Gershwin find a satisfying musical harbor. For
years his genius could be expressed only in the ephemeral world of show business, as his brilliance as a
composer of large-scale works went unrecognized by highbrow music critics. When he resolved this
quandary with his opera Porgy and Bess, critics were unable to understand or validate it. Decades would pass
before his most ambitious composition was universally regarded as one of music's lasting treasures and
before his stature as a great composer became secure._x000B__x000B_In this book, Walter Rimler makes
use of fresh sources, including newly discovered letters by Kay Swift as well as correspondence between and
interviews with intimates of Ira and Leonore Gershwin. It is written with spirited prose and contains more
than two dozen photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book George Gershwin: An
Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life). All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Frances Hairston:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in
American Life) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Della Bailey:

The book George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Vikki Maynard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) will give you new experience in reading
through a book.
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