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This book describes the odd coalition between Germany and Finland in World War II, and their joint military
operations from 1941 to 1945. This is a topic often missing in English, though in stark contrast to the
numerous books on the shorter and less bloody Winter War. That conflict represented a gallant fight of a
democratic “David” against a totalitarian “Goliath” that caught the imagination of the world. The story of
Finland fighting alongside a “Goliath” of its own has not brought pride to that nation and was a period many
Finns would rather forget.

The prologue of this book brings the reader up to speed by briefly examining the difficult history of Finland,
from its separation from the Soviet Union in 1917 to its isolation after being bludgeoned in 1939–40. It then
examines both Finnish and German motives for forming a coalition against the USSR, and how—as logical
as a common enemy would seem—the lack of true planning and preparation would doom the alliance.

This book posits that it was mind-boggling how the highly professional German General Staff allowed itself
to accept the militarily unsound and shaky coalition that resulted. The war aims were not discussed or
harmonized, there were no campaign plans with tasks and missions spelled out past the initial assault, no
effective main effort established, inadequate force levels, and an unsound command structure with various
headquarters. Practically every rule in the book was broken. The objective of linking up with the Finns in the
Leningrad area was an important factor in Hitler opting for three main drives into the Soviet Union rather
than an earlier OKH plan that called for only two.

After describing the operations during and after Barbarossa, this book describes how the Finnish theater
became a blind ally for the Germans. Their strongest and best army was trapped both operationally and
geographically in central and northern Finland, making virtually no contribution to the war effort. The
Germans could not bring to bear enough forces to accomplish their objectives without substantial Finnish
assistance, and that was not forthcoming.

The final chapters deal with the Soviet counteroffensive against the Finns in 1944. The Finns lost all their
gains and quickly concluded a separate armistice. This left the German forces in Finland to simply vacate the
territory, fighting between the Finns and Soviets alike as they tried to return to the main war. Jointly
suffering 291,000 casualties, the only consolation was that the coalition had inflicted some 830,000 on the
Soviets.

In this book, Henrik Lunde, a former US Special Operations colonel, and the renowned author of Hitler’s
Pre-emptive War: The Battle for Norway, 1940, once again fills a profound gap in our understanding of
World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Finland's War of Choice: The Untidy
Coalition of a Democracy and a Dictatorship in World War II is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Carlee Smith:

Beside this kind of Finland's War of Choice: The Untidy Coalition of a Democracy and a Dictatorship in
World War II in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Finland's War of Choice: The
Untidy Coalition of a Democracy and a Dictatorship in World War II because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from
at this point!

Elizabeth Daugherty:

You may get this Finland's War of Choice: The Untidy Coalition of a Democracy and a Dictatorship in
World War II by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

April Hanson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Finland's War of Choice: The Untidy Coalition of a Democracy and a Dictatorship in World War II
we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer
to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life by this book Finland's War of Choice: The Untidy Coalition of a Democracy and a Dictatorship in World



War II. You can more appealing than now.
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