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Since the New Testaments inception as written text, its manuscripts have been subject to all the dangers of
history: scribal error, emendation, injury, and total destruction. The traditional goal of modern textual
criticism has been to reconstruct an original text from surviving manuscripts, adjudicating among all the
variant texts resulting from the slips, additions, and embellishments of scribal hand-copying. Because of the
way manuscripts circulate and give rise to new copies, it can be said that they have an erotic life: they mate
and breed, bear offspring, and generate families and descendants. New Testament textual critics of the
eighteenth century who began to use this language to group texts into families and genealogies were not
pioneering new approaches, but rather borrowing the metaphors and methods of natural scientists. Texts
began to be classified into families, tribes, and nations, and later were racialized as African or Asian, with
distinguishable textual physiognomies and textual complexions. The Erotic Life of Manuscripts explores this
curious relationship between the field of New Testament textual criticism and the biological sciences,
beginning with the eighteenth century and extending into the present. While these biological metaphors have
been powerful tools for textual critics, they also produce problematic understandings of textual purity and
agency, with the use of scientific discourse artificially separating the work of textual criticism from literary
interpretation. Yii-Jan Lin shows how the use of biological classification, genealogy, evolutionary theory,
and phylogenetics has shaped-and limited-the goals of New Testament textual criticism, the greatest of
which is the establishment of an authoritative, original text. She concludes by proposing new metaphors for
the field.
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From reader reviews:

Erwin Fast:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Erotic
Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Kelsey Palermo:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Erotic Life of
Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Rita Lattimore:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament
Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological
Sciences has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that.

Margaret Holt:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences we can
take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book
The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences. You can
more desirable than now.
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