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This book is a vivid reminder of the early days of library development in Ontario. The beautiful buildings
which still grace Ontario towns and villages, as illustrated, are a part of our provincial heritage.

By the turn of the century, a public library was perceived as an important element in the civic fabric of
almost every Ontario community. However, the introduction of the Carnegie grants for library buildings
gave impetus to the Ontario government programme for library development, and provided a focus for
increased support of library services. Rivalry among neighbouring communities to secure a Carngie library
heightened this awareness, as did the publicity – in some instances even controversy – which surrounded
each step of the grant seeking, site selection and plan approval process.

As well, the hitherto unexplored story of Carnegie grant process in each community has been examined, and
the role of one man, James Bertram, secretary to Andrew Carnegie, is revealed in absorbing detail. Library
plans and design elements are also discussed, and the influence of a few architects on the building designs is
revealed; the fascinating involvement of Frank Lloyd Wright in the Pembroke Carnegie library building is
one such example.
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From reader reviews:

Araceli Burns:

This book untitled The Best Gift: A Record of the Carnegie Libraries in Ontario to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Kevin White:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Best Gift: A Record of the Carnegie Libraries in Ontario, you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Jason Ayers:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This The Best Gift: A Record of the Carnegie Libraries in Ontario can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Best Gift: A Record of the
Carnegie Libraries in Ontario.

Irene Hoyt:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Best Gift: A Record of the Carnegie Libraries in Ontario can make you
sense more interested to read.
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