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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time

'[Arnold Bennett's] superb Old Wives' Tale, wandering from person to person and from scene to scene, is by
far the finest 'long novel' that has been written in English and in the English fashion, in this generation.'
--H. G. Wells

First published in 1908, The Old Wives' Tale affirms the integrity of ordinary lives as it tells the story of the
Baines sisters--shy, retiring Constance and defiant, romantic Sophia--over the course of nearly half a century.
Bennett traces the sisters' lives from childhood in their father's drapery shop in provincial Bursley, England,
during the mid-Victorian era, through their married lives, to the modern industrial age, when they are
reunited as old women. The setting moves from the Five Towns of Staffordshire to exotic and cosmopolitan
Paris, while the action moves from the subdued domestic routine of the Baines household to the siege of
Paris during the Franco-Prussian War.

'Like Wordsworth, [Arnold Bennett] has triumphed over the habitual; he has not let it disguise the particle of
beauty from him.'--Rebecca West
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From reader reviews:

Annie Smith:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern
Library 100 Best Novels).

Carmen Annunziata:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels)? Maybe it is
to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Maria Hughes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Old Wives' Tale: (A
Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels). All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jeffrey Chambers:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Old Wives' Tale: (A Modern Library E-Book) (Modern Library 100 Best Novels) when you desired it?
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