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A brave British widow goes to Siam and—by dint of her principled and indomitable character—inspires that
despotic nation to abolish slavery and absolute rule: this appealing legend first took shape after the Civil War
when Anna L eonowens came to Americafrom Bangkok and succeeded in becoming a celebrity author and
lecturer. Three decades after her death, in the 1940s and 1950s, the story would be transformed into a
powerful Western myth by Margaret Landon’ s best-selling book Anna and the King of Sam and Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s musical The King and I.

But who was L eonowens and why did her story take hold? Although it has been known for some time
that she was of Anglo-Indian parentage and that her tales about the Siamese court are unreliable, not until
now, with the publication of Masked, has there been a deeply researched account of her extraordinary life.
Alfred Habegger, an award-winning biographer, draws on the archives of five continents and recent Thai-
language scholarship to disclose the complex person behind the mask and the troubling facts behind the
myth. He also ponders the curious fit between L eonowens's compelling fabrications and the New World's
innocent dreams—in particular the dream that democracy can be spread through quick and easy
interventions.

Exploring the full historic complexity of what it once meant to pass as white, Masked pays close attention to
Leonowens' s midlevel originsin British India, her education at a Bombay charity school for Eurasian
children, her material and social milieu in Australia and Singapore, the stresses she endured in Bangkok asa
working widow, the latent melancholy that often afflicted her, the problematic aspects of her self-invention,
and the welcome she found in America, where acircle of elite New England abolitionists who knew nothing
about Southeast Asia gave her their uncritical support. Her embellished story would again capture America’ s
imagination as World War 11 ended and a newly interventionist United States |ooked toward Asia
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From reader reviews:
Edward Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court
of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography).

Colleen Williams;

Now aday folkswho Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each datathey get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading abook. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Masked: The Life of Anna

L eonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) book since this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
init you probably know this.

Edwin Bernal:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Masked: The Life of Anna
Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) is ssimple to create
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the
book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Keith Reese:

This Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Masked: The Life of Anna Leonowens, Schoolmistress at the
Court of Siam (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially
thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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