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The generation that reached maturity in the inter war years had grown up in the shadow of the heroic age of
Polar exploration and the sacrifices of a generation in the Great War. Their own adventures were to prove as
astonishing and heroic as those of a previous generation.

The members of the British Arctic air route expedition to Greenland, including Martin Lindsay, Quintin
Riley and Freddie Spencer Chapman, were to pioneer the weather research methods necessary for Trans-
Atlantic Flight. The university expeditions to Spitsbergen led by George Binney in the 1920s and Sandy
Glen in the 1930s traversed and surveyed unexplored ground and contributed to developments in polar flight
and radar. Glen's expeditions added to the knowledge of Arctic conditions by over-wintering. Other pre-war
exploits of these adventurers included a voyage around the world the wrong way, and participation in the
British Graham Land Antarctic expedition. Peter Fleming, brother to the creator of James Bond - Ian
Fleming - spent the 1930s exploring Brazil, China and Tartary. Fleming's exploits are recounted in detail in
this book.

The character, skills and endurance obtained in these years set these adventurers and explorers apart as men
who were to play a distinguished and heroic role in the Second World War. Their expertise in Arctic
conditions, small boat handling, and exploring in all climatic conditions resulted in their participation in all
aspects of warfare and arenas of battle, particularly as exponents of 'special operations', and as key members
of Britain's first special forces. Their war service took them from the fjords of Norway and Spitsbergen to the
jungles of Burma and Malaya and the beaches of Normandy and Italy. They were involved in blockade
running, covert operations in Yugoslavia, Corsica and France and took part in major initiatives such as Ian
Fleming's Intelligence gathering force, No 30 Assault unit, and the raid on St Nazaire.

Most of these men had known each other before war came in 1939. In some cases they ended up serving
alongside one another in wartime. The intertwined stories of these characters in peace and war are examples
of how the spirit of adventure shown by men in the inter war years contributed to Britain's outstanding role
in the Second World War. Linda Parker has written an important study that is equally relevant to both the
history of British exploration and the genesis and early days of Britain's special forces 1939-45 - a quite
unique and hitherto unexamined relationship.

Linda Parker combines teaching History on a part time basis with her writing, and is currently completing a
PhD at Birmingham University. Her main areas of interest are 20th Century Military History, Church History
and the History of Polar exploration. She is a member of the Western Front Association. She was born and
educated in Wales, but now lives in Oxfordshire with her husband and their dog. She enjoys walking and
travelling, ideally together, and her ambition is to visit Antarctica. Her first book published by Helion was
The Whole Armour of God: Anglican Army Chaplains in the Great War (2009).
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Why? Because this Ice Steel and Fire: British Explorers in Peace and War 1921-45 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Miguel Willis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Ice Steel and Fire: British Explorers in Peace
and War 1921-45 can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Ice Steel and
Fire: British Explorers in Peace and War 1921-45.

Todd Jacob:

You can find this Ice Steel and Fire: British Explorers in Peace and War 1921-45 by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Joseph Benoit:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Ice Steel and Fire: British
Explorers in Peace and War 1921-45.
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