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“Each morning I would strike out for this temple of learning in the crisp autumn air . . . with a sense of
purpose and the conviction that this was where I belonged.”

—Marilyn Stasio from My Research Project

Inspired partly by Richard Altick’s The Scholar Adventurers, the thirteen writers in Curiosity’s Cats offer
powerful arguments for the value of hands-on research, be it chasing documents, cracking mysteries,
interviewing long-lost subjects, or visiting exotic and not-so-exotic locales.

Alberto Martinez explains how diligence with dates can provide clues to unlock the most difficult historical
puzzles. Jan Reid explores the difference between research for an epic novel and research to write the epic
biography of a friend. Margot Livesey suspects that she continues to write novels simply to do the research.
But every essay testifies to the fact that research is valuable not only because of the product that may result
from it, but because the process itself fulfills a basic human need.

Contributors include: Philip J. Anderson, Annette Kolodny, Theodore Kornweibel, Margot Livesey, Alberto
Martinez, Bruce Joshua Miller, Katherine Hall Page, Jan Reid, Ali Selim, Marilyn Stasio, Ned Stuckey-
French, Bruce White, and Steven B. Yates.

“Research has always seemed a bit like homework to me. Whatever the topic, I feel like a naughty schoolboy
who’s cramming for an exam. What a relief to realize I am not alone. Through a variety of methods and
circumstances, the writers in this fascinating collection demonstrate that research, like exploration, is
challenging, maddening, frustrating, and exhausting. But like any great explorer (or naughty schoolboy), we
know we cannot reach our goal without it, and the journey is often more rewarding than the destination.”

—Alan Cumming, actor and author

“In our age of the Twitter and the Internet, it’s such a joy to see the art of the essay so alive and strong. Read
this book and rediscover that real knowledge and connections still reside at the source: out in the field and



inside the human condition.”

—Dan Buettner, National Geographic Fellow and New York Times best-selling author of The Blue Zones

“No book has better portrayed the intimate, sometimes exasperating relationship between writer and
research. It’s all here, and it’s never dull—the thrill of the chase, the unexpected discoveries, the crushing
setbacks, the exhilarating ‘Aha!’ moments. There’s even a stray bookworm—yes, a real one—that literally
wriggles off the page.”
—Patricia T. O’Conner, author of Woe Is I and, with Stewart Kellerman, Origins of the Specious: Myths and
Misconceptions of the English Language.

“If you have ever sensed a marvelous story or a startling emotion hidden within a historic document, photo,
artifact, or place, you'll find many kindred spirits in this inspiring book. It made me want to drop everything
to set out on a grand intellectual adventure in the nearest archive.”
—Jack El-Hai, author of The Nazi and the Psychiatrist and Non-Stop: A Turbulent History of Northwest
Airlines
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From reader reviews:

Stuart Perez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Curiosity's Cats: Writers on Research? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Alex Estepp:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Curiosity's Cats: Writers on Research it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Richard Vaccaro:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Curiosity's Cats: Writers on Research, you can enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Rafael Perez:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Curiosity's Cats: Writers on Research. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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