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In Creating Cistercian Nuns, Anne E. Lester addresses a central issue in the history of the medieval church:
the role of women in the rise of the religious reform movement of the thirteenth century. Focusing on the
county of Champagne in France, Lester reconstructs the history of the women's religious movement and its
institutionalization within the Cistercian order.

The common picture of the early Cistercian order is that it was unreceptive to religious women. Male
Cistercian leaders often avoided institutional oversight of communities of nuns, preferring instead to
cultivate informal relationships of spiritual advice and guidance with religious women. As a result, scholars
believed that women who wished to live a life of service and poverty were more likely to join one of the
other reforming orders rather than the Cistercians. As Lester shows, however, this picture is deeply flawed.
Between 1220 and 1240 the Cistercian order incorporated small independent communities of religious
women in unprecedented numbers. Moreover, the order not only accommodated women but also responded
to their interpretations of apostolic piety, even as it defined and determined what constituted Cistercian nuns
in terms of dress, privileges, and liturgical practice. Lester reconstructs the lived experiences of these
women, integrating their ideals and practices into the broader religious and social developments of the
thirteenth century-including the crusade movement, penitential piety, the care of lepers, and the reform
agenda of the Fourth Lateran Council. The book closes by addressing the reasons for the subsequent decline
of Cistercian convents in the fourteenth century. Based on extensive analysis of unpublished archives,
Creating Cistercian Nuns will force scholars to revise their understanding of the women's religious
movement as it unfolded during the thirteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Creating
Cistercian Nuns: The Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Deana Broom:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is Creating Cistercian Nuns: The Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-
Century Champagne.

Melody Grissom:

Beside that Creating Cistercian Nuns: The Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-
Century Champagne in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Creating Cistercian Nuns: The Women's
Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and read it from now!

Eva Sexton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Creating Cistercian Nuns: The
Women's Religious Movement and Its Reform in Thirteenth-Century Champagne.
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